Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRIDGE 02544 211922Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /074 W 

070629 211925Z/70 

R 211732Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3853 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRIDGETOWN 2544 
E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: MARR, AC, US 

SUB J : REACTION TO SIGNING OF AGREEMENT DEFENSE 
FACILITIES ANTIGUA 

1 . ON OCTOBER 17 THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION IN ANTIGUA, 

GEORGE WALTERS, CAME BY THE EMBASSY TO CALL AND DISCUSS 
DEVELOPMENTS THERE. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, I HAD MET WITH 
HIM IN ANTIGUA AND BRIEFED HIM ON OUR POSITION DURING THE 
DEFENSE FACILITIES AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS. WALTERS AGAIN 
INDICATED TO ME THAT HIS PARTY WOULD NOT OPPOSE THE AGREEMENTS 
WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS BEING GOOD FOR ANTIGUA. 

2. 1 HAVE QUERIED THE BASE COMMANDERS AND OTHER AMERICANS 
IN ANTIGUA AS TO THEIR PULSE TAKING OF THE GENERAL REACTION 
TO THE AGREEMENT EXTENDING THE FACILITY. THEY REPORT THAT 
THE RESPONSE OF THE ANTIGUAN PEOPLE AT LARGE HAS BEEN 
"UNDERWHELMING." IN ESSENCE THEY SAY THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE 
REACTION OR RESPONSE. 
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